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Learn a reading skill. Identify main ideas

What is it about?
Read the topic sentence to get the big idea.  

 e.g.  topic sentence

 2 My new friends

John has three brothers.
Peter is fat, Tom is short and 
David is thin. They are happy.

Read the diary entry.

Sunny 2 September

  I make some new friends at school. They are Joe, 
Lily and Mary. 

  Joe goes to school by bus. His brother is Andy and 
he is in 3A. We play in school.

  Lily loves to sing. She sings in the classroom today. 
I stop her. I tell her to read books.

  Mary is a good student. She helps Miss Chan put the 
books on the desk. Miss Chan gives her a pencil.
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Jacky’s Diary
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Done!

Test your understanding.

 1. Jacky’s diary is about . Identify main ideas

  A. his brother     B. ball games 

  C. his new friends    D. good students

 2. Lines 4-5 talk about . Identify main ideas

  A. one girl     B. two girls

  C. two boys     D. one boy and one girl

 3. Lily likes to . Identify main ideas

  A. read     B. sing

  C. help     D. play

 4. Today is . Locate information

  A.   B.   C.   D.

 5. What does Mary get? Locate information

  A.   B.   C.   D.

Teachers’ notes:
Remind students to read 
the topic sentence of the 
fi rst paragraph.

Teachers’ notes:
The second paragraph talks 
about Joe and his brother, 
Andy, so it is about two boys.
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