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 6 Momo my dog

Learn a reading skill. Deduce word meanings

What does the word mean?
Guess the word meaning by reading the sentences before and after it.

e.g.  What is an ‘air-con’? 

 James: It’s so hot today! Shall we 
  turn on the air-con?
 Dad: OK. Go close the windows fi rst.

These words tell 
you an ‘air-con’ is a 
machine. It gives out 
cool air.

Read the diary entry.

Rainy 16 November, Saturday

Today Mum and Dad go to 
visit Grandpa and Grandma. 
I stay at home with Momo 
because I have a Maths test on 
Monday.

   
I let Momo run in the yard 

when I am studying in my 
room. He barks a lot. I do not 
want him to disturb me, so 
I close the glass door between 
the yard and the living room. 
Later I feel tired and fall 

asleep. 
   
Soon some noise wakes me 

up. It is raining heavily. Oh, poor 
Momo is all wet. I feel very sorry 
for him. I open the glass door at 
once to let him in. I dry his hair 
and give him a bone. Momo is 
very happy. He does not feel sick 
at all.
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Done!

Test your understanding.  

 1. In line 6, a ‘yard’ is . Deduce word meanings

  A. a place
  B. a person
  C. an animal
  D. a job

 2. What is another word for ‘at once’ in lines 17-18? Deduce word meanings

  A. excitedly
  B. quickly
  C. slowly
  D. angrily

 3. When someone ‘disturbs’ (line 9) you, he or she . Deduce word meanings

  A. helps you 
  B. goes out with you
  C. does not talk to you 
  D. stops you from doing something

 4. When do ‘I’ have the Maths test? Make inferences

  A. 15 November
  B. 16 November 
  C. 17 November
  D. 18 November 

 5. What do ‘I’ do after studying? Locate information

  A.   B.   C.   D.

 Teachers’ notes: 
Tell students that apart from contextual clues, they 
can make use of their own knowledge and experience 
to make guesses. From ‘I feel very sorry for him’, 
students will be able to infer that ‘at once’ means to do 
something immediately.

 Teachers’ notes: 
Tell students that sometimes they have to extract clues 
from more than one part of the reading to infer the answer.
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