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Read the magazine article. Read the tables.

Test your understanding.

	1.	 Which date may be the coldest?
	 	 A.	 16 March
	 	 B.	 25 March
	 	 C.	 5 June
	 	 D.	 3 October

	3.	 Which date has the shortest day?  
	 	 A.	 24 March	
	 	 B.	 17 June
	 	 C.	 30 June
	 	 D.	 18 October

	2.	 Which date may have the most	
rainfall?

	 	 A.	 25 March
	 	 B.	 30 March
	 	 C.	 15 June
	 	 D.	 20 October

	4.	 You are reading some data about 
.

	 	 A.	 seasons
	 	 B.	 rainfall
	 	 C.	 weather
	 	 D.	 typhoons

Make inferences

Make inferences Make inferences

Identify main ideas

Monthly Data (October)
Highest temperature (ºC)	 :	 20.1
Lowest temperature (ºC)	 :	 16.3
Rainfall (mm)	 :	 274.6
Sunrise (am)	 :	 05:40
Sunset (pm)	 :	 18:30

1

Monthly Data (June)
Highest temperature (ºC)	 :	 31.2
Lowest temperature (ºC)	 :	 27.6
Rainfall (mm)	 :	 353.9
Sunrise (am)	 :	 05:04
Sunset (pm)	 :	 19:07
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Monthly Data (March)
Highest temperature (ºC)	 :	 24.2
Lowest temperature (ºC)	 :	 20.3
Rainfall (mm)	 :	 74.6
Sunrise (am)	 :	 05:54
Sunset (pm)	 :	 18:05 
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Test your understanding.

	1.	 What is another word for		
‘well-known’ in line 1?

	 	 A.	 lovely	
	 	 B.	 famous
	 	 C.	 friendly 
	 	 D.	 common

	3.	 Look at the picture. What colour is 
the duck in the water? 

	 	 A.	 brown
	 	 B.	 green and blue
	 	 C.	 blue and brown
	 	 D.	 blue, green and brown

	2.	 How many eggs does a female 
mallard usually lay?

	 	 A.	 3
	 	 B.	 5
	 	 C.	 7
	 	 D.	 9

	4.	 Read lines 7-8. What are ‘quacks’? 
	 	 A.	 eggs 
	 	 B.	 wings
	 	 C.	 sounds
	 	 D.	 colours

Deduce word meanings Make inferences

Understand the use of onomatopoeiaUnderstand the connection between ideas

The Mallard
	 The Mallard is one of the most well-known ducks in the world. In spring, many 
pairs of mallard ducks go to islands or sides of the river to nest. A female mallard usually 
lays no less than eight eggs each spring. 

	 Of the two ducks in the picture, which one do you think is green and blue? The 
female in the nest? Of course not! It may surprise you to know that it is the male that 
looks more beautiful. The female duck is brown, which keeps her safe when she is in the 
nest. She has louder quacks than the male 
too! 

What they eat: seeds, leaves, plants, insects
How long they live: 7 to 9 years
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Teachers’ notes:
Ask students to pay 
attention to the time of 
sunrise and sunset. Among 
the three months, March 
has the latest sunrise and 
the earliest sunset, so they 
can infer that 24 March has 
the shortest day. 

Teachers’ notes:
Tell students that the adjective 
‘louder’ serves as a big hint to 
the answer. 
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