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	 3	 The Giving Tree

Learn more words.

Write the missing letters.

Read the book report.

    The Giving Tree tells the story of 
a tree who loves a little boy, and the 
boy takes and takes from the tree. 
    When the boy was young, the 
apple tree played with him every day. 
But the boy seldom came to the tree 
as he grew older. Later in life, he 
visited the tree and told her that he 
had no money. The tree asked him to 
pick her apples to sell. When he asked 
the tree for a house, she let him cut off her branches. Even 
when the boy wanted a boat, she let him cut her trunk. 
    All the tree wanted was for the boy to be happy. It was a 
great story.
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Test your understanding.

	1.	 Who wrote the book report? Locate information

	 	 A.	 Jack Smith
	 	 B.	 Mike Dean	
	 	 C.	 Jenny Chan
	 	 D.	 Shel Silverstein

	2.	 The tree and the boy are like . Identify main ideas

	 	 A.		  	 B.		  	 C.		  	 D.

	3.	 Read lines 7-9. Why did the boy come to the tree again? Make inferences

	 	 A.	 He missed the tree. 
	 	 B.	 He wanted to play with it.	
	 	 C.	 He wanted to ask for help.
	 	 D.	 He wanted to have some apples.

	4.	 In the end, the boy was too old to climb the tree. Predict the content

		  What might the tree do to the boy? 
	 	 A.	 ask him to go away
	 	 B.	 ask him to rest on her	
	 	 C.	 tell him he was selfish
	 	 D.	 tell him she could do nothing for him

	5.	 What does the story tell us? Identify main ideas

	 	 A.	 Being selfish is bad.
	 	 B.	 We should be good to trees.
	 	 C.	 Share your things with children.
	 	 D.	 We should give love but not only take love.

Teachers’ notes:
When the boy came to the tree again, he told her 
that ‘he had no money’ and the tree asked him to 
‘sell’ her apples. From the hints ‘no money’ and 
‘sell apples’, we can assume that the boy wanted 
to ask the tree for money.

Teachers’ notes:
Ask students to circle or underline the noun 
‘book report’ in the question. This reminds 
them to find information that is related to the 
book report but not the storybook.
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