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Read the first part of the story. Read the second part of the story. 

The Magical Fish (Part 1)

A long time ago, a fisherman and his wife lived by the 
sea in an old hut. One day, the man was fishing and 
he felt his fishing line getting heavier. He pulled it in 
and saw a colourful fish. 

‘Fisherman,’ said the fish. ‘If you set me free, 
I’ll give you three wishes.’ ‘How do I know you 
won’t escape?’ asked the fisherman. ‘We magical 
fish always keep our word,’ said the fish. Then the 
fisherman let the fish go.

‘What’s your first wish?’ asked the happy fish. ‘I want a big new house.’ 
‘Done!’ said the fish. The fisherman went home and saw the new house. 
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Test your understanding.

	1.	 Read line 6-7. The man was afraid 
the fish would .

	 	 A.	 eat him		
	 	 B.	 do magic	
	 	 C.	 go away	
	 	 D.	 laugh at him 

	3.	 What did the fisherman do to the 
fish at the end?

	 	 A.	 He cooked it.
	 	 B.	 He touched it.
	 	 C.	 He set it free. 
	 	 D.	 He took it home.

	2.	 Read line 8: ‘...always keep 
our word.’ This means the fish 

. 
	 	 A.	 kept talking
	 	 B.	 was magical
	 	 C.	 lived in the sea
	 	 D.	 would do what it said

	4.	 Read line 11. What was ‘Done!’?
	 	 A.	 talking to the man	
	 	 B.	 letting the man go	
	 	 C.	 going back to the sea
	 	 D.	 giving the man a wish 

Teachers’ notes:
Students have to 
recognise the key 
word ‘escape’ in the 
fisherman’s question 
in lines 6-7.

Deduce word meanings

Make inferences

Deduce word meanings

Understand the connection between ideas

The Magical Fish (Part 2)

The next day the fisherman went to the fish again and 
asked for his second wish. ‘What do you want?’ asked 
the fish. ‘I want to have plenty of gold.’ ‘OK!’ The 
fisherman went back and saw his house full of gold.

The fisherman’s wife kissed him and told him how 
smart he was. That gave the man an idea.

He quickly ran to the seaside and called the fish, ‘hey, I want to make  
my third wish.’ ‘This is your last wish. You should think twice,’ the fish 
told the man. ‘I know. I want this very much. I want to be as smart as  
my wife!’ said the man. ‘Are you sure?’ asked the fish. The man nodded.  
‘As you wish!’ And the fisherman turned into a woman. 
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Test your understanding.

	1.	 What was the fisherman’s second 
wish? 

	 	 A.	 a wife			 
	 	 B.	 gold
	 	 C.	 be smarter
	 	 D.	 a golden house

	3.	 Read line 8. The fish wanted the 
man to .

	 	 A.	 tell his wish
	 	 B.	 go home first
	 	 C.	 think carefully
	 	 D.	 stop making his wish

	2.	 Read line 6. What was the ‘idea’? 
	 	 A.	 going to the seaside
	 	 B.	 talking with the fish
	 	 C.	 asking for more wishes
	 	 D.	 turning into a clever man

	4.	 Read line 10: The man nodded.	
What might he say?

	 	 A.	 ‘Yes, please.’	
	 	 B.	 ‘No, I’m not.’ 
	 	 C.	 ‘No problem.’
	 	 D.	 ‘You’re welcome.’

Teachers’ notes:
Tell students a ‘nod’ 
is a gesture of saying 
‘yes’.

Predict the content

Make inferencesLocate information

Deduce word meanings
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