Intermediate >

~— Making a Reference
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When a question asks what or who a pronoun or a determiner (e.g. we, they or this)
refers to, it is important to:
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1. find out whether the pronoun or determiner is in the singular or plural form
2. pay attention to whether the pronoun refers to a male or female

3. read the sentences before the pronoun or determiner

@ Grace bought some pencils for her students. She wrapped them up with
coloured paper to make them look more beautiful.
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In the text, what does ‘them’ refer to?

A. Grace - Pencils
D.

C. Grace’s students Pieces of coloured paper

Read the previous sentence to find out that it is only sensible to wrap pencils up
with coloured paper.

Read the text carefully and choose the best answers for Questions 1-5.
(10 marks @ 2 marks)

I saw some people step on the flowers. I also found a lot of rubbish under the trees.

There were many cigarette ends on the grass. It could be very dangerous as they
might start a fire.

What does ‘they’ refer to?

A. People CLASSROOM Tips
B. Flowers Think about which
C. Grass / option might start a fire.

D. Cigarette ends



Many people use plastic bottles instead of reusable bottles or cups as they are more
convenient. However, this produces more waste in our environment.

In the text, ‘they’ refers to

A. plastic bottles

CLASSROOM Tips

B. reusable bottles
C. reusable cups
D. waste

Think about which option
/ 1S more convenient.

Children love to have pets as their presents. Puppies and kittens are their favourite

gifts.

What does ‘their’ refer to?
A. Children’s B. Pets’
C. Puppies’ D. Kittens’

Last Sunday, my parents took me to Disneyland. There we met Aunt Susan and my

cousin, Peter. They joined us and we had lots of fun together.

What does ‘we’ refer to?

A. My parents

B. My parents and |

C. Aunt Susan and Peter

D. My parents, Aunt Susan, Peter and |

5.
The number of girls who passed the English test is higher than that of boys.

What does ‘that’ refer to?
A. The number of girls B. The number
C. The qirls D. The English test



Let's Practise

Penny has written an e-mail to her friend, Edward. Read it carefully and choose
the best answers for Questions 1-5. (10 marks @ 2 marks)

To: Edward Tam <edwardtam@coolmail.com>

From: Penny Lam <pennylam@coolmail.com>

Subject: | My Sisters and Their Pets

Dear Edward,

How are you? I've got something funny about my two little sisters to share
with you.

One day, my sister, Sarah, found a dog near our building. She named
the dog Lucky. Every time she sees Lucky, she runs to him and pets him
gently. The dog loves her too. Even though Lucky is a stray dog, she
wants to keep him as a pet.

However, my other sister, Mary, hates dogs. She screams when she sees
dogs because she thinks they like biting people. However, Mary loves
cats. Our neighbour has just got a kitten, which is named Kitty. Mary holds
Kitty in her arms whenever she sees her.

On the other hand, Sarah hates cats. She doesn’t like them because she
thinks they like scratching people with their claws.

| find it funny that both Sarah and Mary love one kind of animal and hate
the other. | thought that they would like all kinds of animals since they like
one kind of animal. However, | was wrong.

Hope to hear from you soon.

With love,
Penny
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1. In paragraph 2, ‘keep’ means to
A. hold
B. stay
C. feed
D. take care of

2. Where was Lucky from?
A. The street
B. The pet shop
C. Sarah’s home
D. The neighbour’s home

3. Why does Mary hate dogs?
A. She thinks dogs may bite her.
B. She thinks dogs are dirty.
C. She thinks dogs eat too much.
D. She thinks dogs may bark at her.

4. In paragraph 3, who does ‘her’ refer to?
A. Sarah
B. Mary
C. Kitty
D. The neighbour

5. What does Penny think of her sisters?

A. Caring
; CLASSROOM Ti
B. Selfish ips
C. Naughty The words used in the options

/rnay not be the same as those

D. Interesting used in the passage.
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